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Attendance at Key Meeting Still in Dispute 
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In his latest attempt to put the 
Iran-contra affair behind him, Pres- 
; ident Bush said yesterday that he 
; and his staff have answered thou- 
; sands of questions about the scandal 
and insisted that he was not present 
; at a key January 1986 meeting on 
the Iran initiative, contradicting 
! two former Cabinet secretaries. 

In an interview on NBC’s "To- 
! day" show, Bush gave a confusing 
! response on another disputed point 
; in the complex Iran-contra story: 
| when it was that he first realized 
; the 1985-86 Iran initiative 
amounted to trading arms for hos- 
j tages. 

Bush said that renewed question- 
ing about his role in and knowledge 
of the scandal was "a desperate at- 
tempt to level it with the failure [of 
; Democratic presidential nominee 
Bill Clinton) to tell the truth” about 
; his draft status during the Vietnam 
| War. 

; "I'm sorry," Bush went on. “I 
; think we’re totally different.” At 
another point, he said "it’s a crazy 
thing to try to equate this with tell- 
< ing the truth on the draft." 

| Bush's offhand remarks yester- 
I day did little to clarify lingering 
| questions about his involvement and 
; provided an opening for the Clinton- 
1 Gore campaign to charge that his 
1 statements “just don’t add up." 

^ Bush said he and his staff had 
answered 4,000 questions about the 
:>affair, “450 by me, some under 
vdath, some to the news media, [and] 
3.500 by staff." At another point, he 
..said, “I’ve testified 450 times under 
oath." 

l*v The one time Bush testified un- 
der oath about Iran-contra was on 
{/an. 11, 1988, at a closed session 
-with prosecutors for independent 
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counsel Lawrence l. waisn. The 
^proceeding has never been made 
^public. 

Ic;\ The only other official question- 
•ing of Bush about Iran-contra took 
place on Dec. 18, 1986, before the 
--Tower review board, the investi- 
ngating panel set up by President 
* Ronald Reagan following disclosure 
that profits from the secret arms 
sales to Iran had been diverted to 
.help the contra rebels in Nicaragua. 
That session, which was not under 
oath, lasted for about an hour and, 
-according to one participant, con- 
sisted primarily of a lecture by 
Bush. 

No transcript was made, and the 
11 pages of classified notes taken 
by the board’s counsel are in the 
custody of the Reagan presidential 
library. 

Clinton-Gore communications 
director George Stephanopoulos 



called on Bush yesterday to make 
public the records of his appear- 
ances before Walsh’s prosecutors 
and the Tower board. "Since his 
current story is now different from 
his original alibi," Stephanopoulos 
charged, "Bush either told the 
American people one thing in public 
and told investigators another in 
private — or misled both.” 

In the 1988 presidential cam- 
paign, Bush promised to make the 
Tower board records public, but 
never did so. 

In yesterday’s interview, Bush 



took issue with former secretary of 
state George P. Shultz and former 
secretary of defense Caspar W. 
Weinberger over a key meeting on 
the Iran initiative that was held in 
the Oval Office on Jan. 7, 1986. 

According to Weinberger’s notes 
and Shultz’s testimony before the 
Tower board, Bush attended the 
session, which took place immedi- 
ately after a National Security 
Council meeting. At the later ses- 
sion, both Shultz and Weinberger 
voiced strong opposition to the se- 
cret arms sales to Iran. 

Bush yesterday contended that 
he did not attend the meeting, one 
of two he described as "key meet- 
ings where they [Weinberger and 
Shultz] almost got into a shouting 
match, I’m told. ..." 

But in a 1988 interview with The 
Washington Post, Bush said “rec- 
ords indicate I probably attended an 
ad hoc meeting on Jan. 7, 1986 . . . 
but I do not recall any strenuous 
objection” to the arms sales to Iran. 

Bush also said that he has con- 
sistently acknowledged knowing the 
arms sales were meant to be for the 
release of U.S. hostages being held 
in Lebanon by pro-Iranian groups. 
Asked yesterday, “You knew about 
the arms for hostages?” Bush re- 
plied: “Yes, and I’ve said so all 
along, given speeches on it.” 

But in his very first public state- 
ment on the scandal on Dec. 3, 
1986, Bush said that Reagan was 
“absolutely convinced that he didn’t 
swap arms for hostages.” In a Fe- 
buary 1987 interview, Bush said he 
did not realize the transactions 
could be considered arms-for-hos- 
tages deals until he was briefed 
about the scandal by then-Senate 
intelligence committee chairman 
Dave Durenberger (R-Minn.) in late 
December 1986. 

In that 1987 interview, Bush was 
asked about a memo by his chief of 
staff, describing a July 1986 meet- 
ing in Jerusalem between Bush and 
an Israeli official involved in the 
arms sales to Tehran. The memo 
portrayed the Israeli as telling Bush 
that future hostage releases would 
depend on sequential shipments of 
U.S. arms. But Bush said he had not 
understood that to be the case. 
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